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CURRICULUM ORGANISATION

In KS3students study the following subjects:

KS3 Curriculum YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9

(Minutes) (Minutes) (Minutes)
English 180 180 204
Mathematics 180 240 240
Science 180 180 180
Spanish 120 120 120
Geography 120 60 120
Physical Education 120 120 120
History 60 120 120
Tutorial/PSHE® 100 100 100
Religious Education 60 60 60
Design Technolog 120 120 120
Art 60 60 60
Computing 60 60 120
Dance 60 60 N/A
Drama 60 60 N/A
Key Skill¢§Literacy) 60 N/A N/A
Music 60 60 N/A

*PSHESMSC educations also deliveredwithin the National Curriculum subjectdhe provision of
PSHESMSC hadeen mapped out so thakey objectives areidentified and delivered within the KS3
curriculum. Enrichment activities and Discovery Days are scheduled throughout the acassmtoprovide
additional value to academic curriculum organisatiddudents follow a dynamic guidance programme to
help support key skills in other subjects whilst exploring sociajpansibonal educatiomnd British values.

We believe in finding the right course for the right student at the right time of their development. We
continually strive to provide high quality opportunities within the curriculum, which will allow our students
to succeed and leave school with a greet sf qualifications. The foundation for this success is based on a
broad and balanced curriculum at K&udents will havéour Key Assessments in each academic year which
are modeled on cumulative testing in the same style as the GCSE assessmentitcbnees from the Key
Assessmentsvill generate a percentage score, this score will be used to measure progress relativity tc
individual starting points.
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ENGLISH

The aim of the Key Stage Three English Curriculum at Mortimer Community [ -
College is tpromote high standards of language and literacy to enable / T

students to become competent, confident communicators in thet21
Century, in addition to fostering an enthusiasm and passion for reading and
literature. /

At Key Stage 3, students follow a coursestidy based on National /
Curriculum guidelines. The programme of study has been reviewel
recently in light of new government changes to the National Curriculum. /

All students in Years-g study a range of schemes of work designed t/
inspire interest in thesubject and equip them with the skills required fof
their GCSEs and life in the wider world. "

Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of high quality an
challenging texts from the traditional Shakespearian play to modern media.
Students also learn to develop their analytical, argumentative and
persuasive writing skills while reinforcing technical expertise. Students are given many opportunities t
develop and improve their spoken language skills to aid their confidence when communtoadiifigrent
audiences.

In year 7 studenthavean additionalone hour skills lesson each week. This lesson aims to help develop
students' basic skills and focuses especially on the explicit teaching of reading skills, including techniqu
such as skimmg and scanning. It takes the literacy skills that adults employ day in and day out, ofter
unconsciously, and it helps students, whatever their backgrounds or abilities, to learn to do the same. Tt
range of source materials used in class cover a bepmdtrum of text types, and apply to subjects across
the curriculum, as pupils are prepared for further KS3 and KS4 study.
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MATHEMATICS

When students begin their Mathematics siies in the
September of Year they ae placed in ability based sets
according to their Key Stage 2 SATs reslisstudents will
then follow a programme of study in the topics of; Number,
AlgebraRatio & ProportiorandGeometry & ProbabilityThe
level of work a student tackles will be differentiated to suit
their own ability but with a degree of challenge that will allow
and encourage a student to make the best possible progress.

SCIENCE

At KS3 students currently follow a scheme of work based —
around the Exploring Science Scheme of Work published by —
LongmanrPearson. The scheme has been modified to reflect 3
the increased importance of scientific skills, assessment and
accurate data reporting The scheme will see further
modification in the coming weeks, months and year to
reflect the changes to the national curriculunstudents will /
be exposed to a wide range of practical and theoretical |
learning, which will focus not only on scientific tamt but /
the skills needed to be successful at the next stage of/
study. Students will enjoy a wide range of scientific topics,
including all three sciences, focused around the needs (/*/
GCSE science '
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HISTORY

Our Key Stage 3
curriculum is designed
to engage learners and
create challenging,
enjoyable lessons. Our
aim is to help students
create a foundation of
skills to support the
GCSE curriculum and are
transferable to other
subjects. Students
study history once a
week in year 7 learning
core skills i}
chronology, source work and literacy tasks and then complete an in depth study of Medieval Realms withi
Britain and Europe. In years 8 and 9 our students continue to develop this work and incorporate humerac
skills and tasks to help prepare for GC3fohy. We study in depth topics on the Industrial Revolution,
Tudors and Stuarts, Black Peoples of America, Civil Rights, Nazi Germany, America in the 1920s, The C
Depression and the World Ward.hroughout each topic there are opportunities to studgks that help
develop an understanding of how history has helped shape Britain today.

GEOGRAPHY

Through the study of geography each pupil acquires special knowledge, skills and attitudes which will he
them throughout their lives. Geography enablesdegnts to make sense of economic, political, social and
environmental issues. It has a special role in fostering international understanding through teaching abot
different cultures and helps students to understand their environment and how human aaisdty and
misuses it.

Year group Topics

7 Settlement. Map Skills. Africa. Rivers. Geographical Enquiry. GIS
8 Development. Geosystems. China. Coasts.

9 Russia + Cold Environments. Weather. Hazards. Urban Developm

5|PAGE MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE CURRICULUM



MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MODERN FORANGUAGES

In MFL at Key Stage 3 the aim of e
our curriculum is designed to ' ‘
instil in learners in the
enjoyment of foreign language
learning. We encourage the
development the fundamental
skills required to make progress
in a fun and inspiring way. Cing, Chiens chossent Six
Students study Spartistwice a s

week in year 7, 8 and 9 which
enables them to establish their
listening, speaking, reading and
writing skills incorporating a
variety of tasks and crosaurricular projects. In year 7 students learn how to give basic information about
themselvesand to express opinions with justifications. They are introduced to the fundamentals of Spanist
grammar Year 8 sees the students start to develop their grammar further as they begin to conjugate verk
independently and include tenses in their work. Thespatudy food and healthy lifestyles, school and future
careers

Ly ,SIN) ¢ addzRSyida addzRé K2YS |yYyR SYy@ANRYYSy(l |
tense is introduced to students. We also look at foreign language films and wriesweeuf films studied.
Bengali is also taught to some students once a week in Year$\Ve concentrate on expanding theli dzR Sy
ability in listening, speaking, reading and writing. We begin with the absolute ldglos alphabet. We
subsequentlymove on to basic introductions, numbers, months and colours. As the year goes on we lear
about likes and dislikes, with the students possessing enough knowledge to participate with discussions
class. Alongside themes, we ensure that they understamdudilise grammar e.g. connectives the use of to
be/to have,adjectives and negatives. Some otleamples of what the students study during the year
family, personality, hobbies, body parts and clothes.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Within design technology students have the
opportunity to work through a serious of design
and make assignments which enable them to
develop their understanding of the subject by
focussing on exploration of ideas, investigation,
design, modelling, makingevaluation and
testing products.

Year 7

Students will develop a knowledge and skills
base by covering the following design and make
projects:

Cushion and ear bud wrap
Nutrition and healthy meals
Biomimicry clock

Mobile phone holder

O O O O

Year 8

Students wilbuild upon the knowledge and skills acquired in year 7 to complete the following design and
make assignments:

0 Properties of ingredients and planning meals for families
o Wooden box project
o Jewellery

o Sound amplifier
Year 9

Food investigations
Flat pack molbe
Tealight holder
CAD box

O O O O
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

All pupils in KS3 will be given opportunities to produce complete pieces of work involving the following ke
processes of:

1 Handsc to perform fundamental manipulative skills with confidence and control
1 Headg understand strategies and tactics via performance analysis to improve and gain advantage
1 Heartg support fellow students by performing different roles in sport

The PE program of study for key stage 3 builds on the knowledge, skills and underspapdimgcquire at
key stage 2. During the key stage pupils become increasingly physically competent by:

1 developing the range and
quality of their physical skills
(hands)

1 improving their ability to
use tactics, strategies and
compositional principles
(head)

1 Improving their capacity
to perform effectively by
supporting one another in a
range of sporting roles (heart)
1 Improving their ability to
analyse performance and make judgements about whakes a performance successful (head)

Through the range of aciiies and variety of roles that pupils experience, they begin to make informed
choices about their own commitment to leading a healthy, active life. They begin to identify the types of
activities and roles they prefer and are best suited to. They become megularly involved in physical
activity, including sport and dance, both in extrarricular provision and through clubs in the community.

Some of the sports on offer at Mortimer in curriculum time are: Football, Basketball, Rugby, Netball
Dodgeball, Bdminton, Table Tennis, Indoor Tennis, Climbing, Technogym, Exercise to Music, sAthletic
Rounders, Cricket, Softbatiandballand Trampolining.

8|IPAGE MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE CURRICULUM



MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE
- el R E—__

ART

At KS3 we prepare our students for GCSE by developing the skills they will need to complete their GC
course. We aim to build on students drawing skills so that they have a strong foundation and are able t
apply shade and tone to their work. We complete a number of projects allowing students to investigate an
link their work to artists, movements and féifent cultures. We work in a number of different materials
including pencil, paint, clay and 3D and we teach students
how to annotate their work and develop their own
independent ideas whilst reflecting on their own learning
experiences.

Year 7
Basic SKks- Including pencil, colour and 3D.

Artist Project Students create their own independent work
which links to that of an artist. Outcome varies depending
on the chosen artist.

World Culture - Students will research and explore
techniques from culturesaround the world gaining an
understanding and appreciation of the wide range of
cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and
that of others. Themes have included: sugar skills and
aboriginal art.

Year 8

Animak- A clay based project allongnstudents to fully

utilise their imagination and creativity.

Observational DrawingDrawing skills are the main focus for this and topics can include portraits, natural
forms and still life.

Year 9

Students complete a GCSE wsfitwork on the theme offa I &1 4 Q @ tKSe F2ftt2¢ I
course and gain an understanding on the skills and assessment criteria required for GCSE Art. They prod
evidence on research, development of techniques, drawing, design work, annotation, intention and &
personal response.

We also offer a numberfmpportunities throughout the gar to work with local artists and organisations
and participate in clubs and workshops.

9|IPAGE MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE CURRICULUM



MORTIMER COMMUNITY COLLEGE
- el R E—__

DANCE

Students have the opportunity to experience many different dance styles frofarelift eras and will
develop an awareness of the historical and cultural origins of different dances throughout all key stages.

Students learn to coperate, negotiate and to be sdliisciplined in their work with others. Through the
employment of a wideange of problem solving tasks, students develop skills of evaluation and analysis. Th
dance department values the key skills needed for all lessons, and through the nurturing of independer
learning are able to develop and progress students with ke sigktded for ALL lessons and beyond school.

The Dance department also aims to produce students who have an appreciation of well crafted, imaginativ
and innovative dance as well as having the skills to develop their own ideas and choreography. They v
have a body of knowledge which will include an understanding of creating, performing and appreciatin
dance. Students have many opportunities to take part in performances throughout the year. This includes
whole school production, the yearly Dance Showasevell as celebration evening and assemblies.

All students in key stage 3 have dance lessons for an hour a week. Students study a wide range of differe
dance styles throughout key stage 3 including Jazz, Contemporary, Ballet, Musical Theatrd)&toeet
Lindy Hop and African Dance. Students also look at professional dance works and use these works to anal
choreography and generate their own choreography ideas.
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COMPUTING

There are three core strands to KS3 Computing; computer science, ICT and digital literacy. Students will
given the opportunity to develop skills and knowledge in
these three areas, whilst working in oneanfr cutting edge
computer suites, using a variety of hardware and software.
We take a project based approach where students respond
to realistic briefs where they can investigate, plan, create
and review digital outcomes. Current projects include
animatiors in Adobe Flash, producing graphic designs using
Adobe Photoshop and learning programming using both
Scratch and Kod&ECDL will also Istartedin Y9.

MUSIC

Pupils are actively encouraged to take advantage o
the instrumental lessons on offer and through this \ b

route may gain extra qualifications that are
recognised and respected by colleges and\
universities.

At Key Stage 3 students follow units of study based \
around the National Curriculum. During this time
they experience songriting in a variety of genres, ,
including works ppduced using music technology, \
and compose music for film soundtracks. Students
sing and develop basiskills on a number of
instruments and are introduced to musifrom
various times and cultures to enrich their listening
experience. At regular intervatbey prepare performances for the classroom stage, pursuing their own
musical tastes. Students are encouraged to peer assess their own performances and compositional work.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Students studying Religious Education at Mortimer are encouraged to develop skills of reflection, empath
and understanding of their local community and world we live in. Our curriculum is a flexible and interactive
course of study in which students examihow religious beliefs interact with moral, ethical and cultural
issues. We work closely together with other subjects to help develop transferable skills and contribute
towards crosscurricular projects within the EBacc departmewte believe thidelps sudents gain a wider
understanding of how religion helps shape the modern world and how it is relevant to their own lives. Ir
Years M students study specific religions (Judaism, Hinduism, Christian denominations, the role of Scient
and Islam), we alsavolved in the organisation &nrichment activities and Discovery Dagdp ensure SRE

is delivered iracross KS3
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